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UnitIPerspectivesand ContextofSecondaryand HigherSecondary
EducationinIndia
 Nature,scope,functionandsystemsofsecondaryandhighersecondaryeducation.

 StatusofsecondaryandhighersecondaryeducationinIndia.

 Processofteaching-learningofadolescent,exposuretointegratedandsubject
specificstreamsguidelinesforsecondaryandhighersecondaryeducationinIndia.

 Socio-cultural,economic,politicalandstatutoryenvironmentofsecondaryand
highersecondaryeducationinIndia.

STATUSOFSECONDARYANDHIGHERSECONDARYEDUCATIONIN
INDIA

FactsonEducation

 LessthanhalfofIndia’schildrenbetweentheage6and14gotoschool.

 Alittleoverone-thirdofallchildrenwhoenrollingradeonereachgrade

eight.

 Atleast35millionchildrenaged6–14yearsdonotattendschool.

 53%ofgirlsintheagegroupof5to9yearsareilliterate.

 InIndia,only53%ofhabitationhasaprimaryschool.

 InIndia,only20%ofhabitationhasasecondaryschool.

 Onanaverageanupperprimaryschoolis3km awayin22% ofareas

underhabitations.

 Innearly60% ofschools,therearelessthantwoteacherstoteach

ClassesItoV.



 Onanaverage,therearelessthanthreeteachersperprimaryschool.

Theyhavetomanageclassesfrom ItoVeveryday.

 Highcostofprivateeducationandneedtoworktosupporttheirfamilies

andlittleinterestinstudiesarethereasonsgivenby3ineveryfourdrop-

outsasthereasontheyleave.

 DropoutratesincreasealarminglyinclassIIItoV,its50%forboys,58%

forgirls.

 1in40,primaryschoolinIndiaisconductedinopenspacesortents.

 In Andhra Pradesh (South India),52 upperprimary schools were

operatingwithoutabuildingin2002,whilein1993,therewerenone.

 InMaharashtra(WestIndia),therewere10schoolsoperatingwithouta

buildingin1993,thishasclimbedto33in2002.

 Morethan50percentofgirlsfailtoenrollinschool;thosethatdoare

likelytodropoutbytheageof12.

 50%ofIndianchildrenaged6-18donotgotoschool

UniversalizingSecondaryEducation

 Secondaryeducationisanimportantstageoftheschooleducation

system,beingalinkbetweentheelementaryeducationandthehigher

educationaswellasasteppingstoneformany,totheworldofwork.

 ThemajorchallengebeforetheSecondaryEducationsectoristocope

withthedemandsofthecontinuallyexpandinguniverseofknowledge

andthechangingdemandsofindustry,businessandservicesectorfor

higherqualityofmanpower.

 Itisinthiscontextthatuniversalisationofsecondaryeducationhas

beenmadeanimportantgoalsoastoachieveuniversalaccessby2017

anduniversalretentionby2020.



RashtriyaMadhyamikShikshaAbhiyan(RMSA)

 DuringtheXIFiveYearPlansecondaryeducationhasbeenaccorded

relativelyhigh priorityin thedevelopmentagendaofthecountry

keepinginviewthedemographicprofileandtheneedofaknowledge

societyandeconomy.

 In order to give concrete goal-oriented shape to the efforts,

GovernmentofIndialaunchedacomprehensivecentrallysponsor

schemecalled‘RashtriyaMadhyamikShikshaAbhiyan(RMSA)’,in

March2009.

 TheobjectivesofRMSAare

tomakegoodqualitysecondaryeducation

 available,

 accessibleand

 affordable

toallyoungpersons,irrespectiveof

 gender,

 socioeconomiccondition,

 disability,

 geographicaland

 otherbarriers.

Thepresentaim istohaveasecondaryschoolofacceptablenormsand

standardswithin5km ofeveryhabitathecountry,andsimilarlytohavea

highersecondaryschoolwithin8km.

BroadPhysicalTargetsofRMSA

 ToimprovetheenrolmentratioforclassesIX-Xto75%within5years

(thefigurewas52.26%in2005-06)



 Toprovidefacilitiesforestimatedadditionalenrolmentof32.20lakh

by2011-12through,

 Strengtheningofabout44,000existingsecondaryschools

 Openingof11,188newsecondaryschools(includingupgradationof

higherprimaryschools)

 Appointmentof1.79lakhadditionalteachers

 Constructionof80,500lakhadditionalclassrooms

 Toimprovequalityofsecondaryeducationthroughoutthecountry

Anewschemecalled‘Modelschools’waslaunchedin2008-09tosetup

6000schoolsinasmanyblockstoserveasbenchmarksofexcellencein

thesecondarystage.

Further,toimprovethegirls’enrolmentandretentioninthesecondary

schools,a‘GirlsHostelScheme’toestablishandrun3500hostelsof100

bedcapacity,attherateofonehostelineachofthe3500educationally

backwardblockshasalsobeenlaunched.

StrategiesforPromotingAccess,EquityandQuality

 GovernmentofIndiawillworkcloselywiththeStateGovernmentsto

intensityefforts atuniversalizing access to secondaryeducation

within the next few years,while simultaneously focusing on

substantialimprovementofqualityandenhancementofequity.

 TheprimaryvehiclefordoingsowillbeRMSA.

 Aframeworkofaccreditationforschoolswillbepreparedsoasto

constantlyimproveonquality.

 Tobeginwith,CBSEschoolswillbecoveredandthereafterStateswill

beencouragedtofollowsuit.

 Attentionwillbegiventospreadsecondaryeducationofacceptable



quality in backward areas, areas with concentration of

SC/ST/minorities/Weaker section,as wellas among the girls,

disabledandinruralareas.

 Itis envisaged that15% ofthe secondaryenrolmentwould be

through open distance learning forwhich technology enhanced

system willhavetobeputinplacebyNationalInstituteofOpen

Schooling(NIOS)andStateOpenSchools.

 Itwillbenecessarytohaveregularlearningachievementsurveysat

thesecondarystagesoastoimprovethecurriculum andteaching

system.ThiswillbeattemptedunderRMSA
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